
We have decided to further identify joint projects.

The month of October will also be interesting one 
for our members with many programs & projects 
that are planned.  

We are inducting two new members at the hands 
of PDG Deepak Shikarpur. We will continue our 
Bolo Na webinar with a broadcast of 3rd Episode. 
This episode features a recovered addict and his 
daughter and gives a different perspective on this 
issue. Do attend in large numbers.  

We are also initiating a project to make education a 
“Happy Experience” for the students. This is a 
unique initiative being started under the leadership 
of Rtn IPP Mukund Chiplunkar & Rtn PP Padma 
Shahane. I am sure each one of us will support & 
wholeheartedly participate in this unique imitative. 

You will also recall we have participated in a COVID 
Global Grant. Under this grant we will be providing 
to Sassoon Hospital medical equipment worth Rs 
20 lakhs. Handover ceremony is also planned 
during the month of October. In addition to what is 
mentioned above, interesting meetings have been 
planned. So looking forward to seeing all of you     
at  these events.

ROTARY CLUB of PUNE METRO

club members & non-members) enjoyed this unique 
fellowship event. After successful wild life week, we 
got to hear the interview of  famous singer, Ms
Madhura Datar. Her open & free answers and choice of 
songs were all very enjoyable. For our last program of 
the month, we had two experts share their views on 
the New Education Policy.  This was a very informative 
program. 

Thank you September Shiledars & program committee 
members for making the month a memorable one. 

During the month of September, we also had a very 
interesting meeting with our sister club in Nepal – RC 
Darbaar Square Patan. Because of this meeting, the 
two clubs got to know each other and understood 
each other’s interest areas for service projects. 
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« BIRTH OF ROTARY INDIA »
J. Coombes, manager of a steel products 

company in Calcutta was on a business trip 

in USA. There, he got interested in the 

Rotary movement & was impressed with 

‘Friendship, Fellowship, Service ’. After his 

return to India, he organized a Rotary Club 

in Calcutta. The first meeting was held on 

26-Sept-1919.

My Dear Metropolitans,

We had a wonderful month of September with 
interesting programs & projects. We began the 
month with COVID awareness program that we 
carried out in Phalode area with the help of  Adim
Sanskirti Vikas Sanstha.  We were able to improve 
awareness of over 20,000 villagers through this 
initiative. 

In association with District RAG on Addiction 
Prevention team, we continued with our Addiction 
Prevention webinar series with an excellent speech 
by Dr. Rohan Baratake about nicotine addiction. The 
webinar was viewed by over 800 viewers in the first 
two days alone.  The webinar is still available on the 
District YouTube Channel & also on our Face Book 
page. So please do visit either of these sites to view 
the webinar and also encourage those in your 
network to do the same. 

We also had very interesting meetings - starting 
with our Teachers Day event. In this meeting we got 
to hear experiences of nine teachers as to how they 
adjusted their teaching methods to the new normal. 
This meeting was followed by a unique fellowship 
event in the form of Wild Life Week. Over 250 (our

President Makarand Phadke’s page



Though I was told that it will take two days to 
see all of Alexandria, the place I really found 
fascinating was the library of Alexandria. The 
city has been famous for its libraries from 
Roman times probably before Antony and 
Cleopatra. The library is really huge with 
excellent natural lighting and ventilation. It has 
an enormous collection of books on all 
subjects. Students can use the library free of 
charge and there is a very nominal entry fee for 
others. Apart from printed books it has a very 
large collection of digitized books running to 
several thousand terra bytes.

I also went to Aswan dam. This is on the border 
of Egypt and Sudan. This area is populated by 
Nubians. Nubians are a cross between the 
Caucasians of Saharan Africa and Negroids of 
Sub-Saharan Africa, i.e. they have very dark 
complexion but without the distinctive facial 
features and short curly hair. Our boatman on 
the Aswan lake, Nubian told me that I look like 
one of them. I know I have a dark complexion 
butI did not need a reminder of it under that 
hot sun that too from a Nubian. I am not going 
to Aswan again.
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There are travelogues and travelogues. Today 
I write about what I saw in my visit to Egypt 
except of course the pyramids, sphinx and 
the dessert.  

In Arabic alphabet there is no alphabet with 
the sound ‘B’. So a ‘B’ in an English becomes 
“P” in Arabic. So we enjoyed “Pest Natural 
Juice” and saw a British owned SUV with the 
words ‘To Pee or Not to Pee’

My first trip outside the office was to the big 
local market in Cairo, called Khan Khalili. This 
market is like Tulshi Baug multiplied N times. 

We were taken aback with lanes packed with 
cars, carts and donkeys. But the driver got 
out and spoke to one of the person lolling 
around and lo and behold, the person took 
away the donkeys, pulled away the carts and 
there was a place to park. I came to know 
that this is how ‘Paid Parking’ is assured in 
that area.

My next trip was to Alexandria, which, in 
Arabic, was Al  Iskandariya. In Egypt, despite 
it being a tourist destination, man on the 
street does not speak English. I had a print 
out from the internet of the ‘must see’ sights 
in Alexandria. But this was in English and the 
taxi driver’s map was in Arabic. So with my 
smattering knowledge of Arabic alphabet
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I would point out to the next spot I want 
to see. But what it resulted in was like 
‘George in a maze the in Three Men In a 
Boat. We could be seen rushing around 
the same spot many times.

In Egypt there is a separate class of 
Police called Tourist Police. They are 
supposed to protect the tourists from 
swindling by the local populace. 
However they seem to have the same 
‘characteristics’ of police all over the 
world. I experienced this in Alexandria.

‘Egypt - A Travelogue’ by Rtn. Jayant Keskar



Incoming secretary Sakshi Sarvade introduced the Chief Guest District Interact Chair Anil Jadhav. Rtn. Anil gave his expert advice and encouraged the students 
to work on projects and also to participate in various events conducted by our district. Principal Mrs Joshi, Supervisor Mr. Naik, Mrs. Madhura Mone and Mrs. 
Satpute graced the occasion. Rtn Nayana efficiently handled technical support for efficient execution of online event. 

Rathi Marathi Medium School Interact Club Installation

RC Pune Metro

by Rtn Surekha Deshpande, Director New Generation
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The installation function was conducted by actual attendance of the office bearers following social distancing and by virtual attendance by the attendees. 
Interact past president and secretary together with the new president and secretary were present and the four of them conducted the event very efficiently. 
Outgoing president Sneha Kadu presented her experience of her tenure and the outgoing secretary Janhavi Salavi gave past year's report of activities. 

The installation of the new president followed. The incoming president Purva Dimbale delivered her speech and listed out the activities she would like to work 
on this year. She introduced President Makarand Phadke who gave them good and positive advice for the coming year. Makarand also introduced our club 
project over ECO-BRICK which will be followed by all the students in Rathi school .

On the whole it was a very well conducted and fruitful event. This year, we have 
planned a lot of activities for this Interact Club. Even while there are restrictions 
due to the Covid situation, let us hope we can make this happen. 



सतरा तारखेला येणार आणण आपल्याशी गप्पा मारणार या मीट िंगची आपण
सगळेजण आतुरतेने वा पहात होतो. आणण ती आली आपल्या मनमोहक
आणण मोकळ्या हसण्याने सगळ्यािंचे मन जजिंकून घेतले ततचे डोळे इतके
बोलके आहेत की ती हसते पण डोळ्यातून असे वा त होतेहो आणण मधुरा
दातार प्रत्यक्ष आपल्या सगळ्यािंच्या मध्ये उपजथित राटहली ततच्या येण्याने
आणण गप्पािंनी वातावरण छान मोकळे झाले ततने पण कुठलाही आडपडदा न
ठेवता ततला आलेले अनुभव कौतुक आणण आशीवााद याववषयी सािंगगतले ततने
आशाताईंची गाणी गायली ककती तरी ववववध प्रकार गाण्यात असतात याचे
प्रात्यक्षक्षक करून गाऊन दाखवले फक्त आशाताईंची नाही तर इतर
गातयकािंववषयी पण ती बोलली, छान आणण सरेुल गाऊन दाखववले ती इतकी
भरभरून बोलत होती आणण आम्ही सगळेच ततचे गाणे ऐकण्यात दिंग झालो

The interviewer asked his guest, a millionaire, "What made you

happiest in life?” The millionaire said, “I have gone through four

stages of happiness in life and finally I understood the meaning of

true happiness. The first stage was to accumulate wealth and means.

But at this stage I did not get the happiness I wanted. Then came the

second stage of collecting valuables and items. But I realized that the

effect of this thing is also temporary and the luster of valuable things

does not last long. Then came the third stage of getting big projects.

Like buying a football team, buying a tourist resort, etc. But even

here I did not get the happiness I had imagined. The fourth time a

friend of mine asked me to buy wheelchairs for some disabled

children.......At the friend's request, I immediately bought

wheelchairs. But the friend insisted that I go with him and hand over

the wheelchairs to the children myself. I got ready and went with him.

There I gave these wheelchairs to these disabled children with my

own hands. I saw the strange glow of happiness on the faces of these

children. I saw them all sitting on chairs, moving around and having

fun. It was as if they had arrived at a picnic spot. But I felt real joy

when I started to leave and one of the kids grabbed my leg. I gently

tried to free my legs but the child stared at my face and held my legs

tightly. I bent down and asked the child: "Do you need anything

else"?The answer that this child gave me not only made me happy but

also changed my life completely. This child said: "I want to put the

imprint of your face in my mind so that when you are in heaven and

When I meet you, I will be able to recognize you and thank you once,

before my Lord"🙏🏻😊💐

by Rtn Jayant Bokil
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🌹TRUE  HAPPINESS🌹

- अ ॅन मणृाल द्रविड

🌹 ती येणार ~ अखिलम मधुरम 🌹

होतो. खपूच साधी आणण सरळ गोड थवभावाची
मधुरा दातार टहने सगळ्यािंचीच मनें जजिंकून घेतली.
ततने परत एकदा येण्याचे कबूल केले आहे माझी
खात्री आहे की ती नक्की येईल आणण अजून
आपल्याशी गप्पा मारेल. मधुरा अत्रे ने ततच्याशी
उत्तम सिंवाद साधत ततला बोलते केले.नरेंद्र द्रववड
यािंनी ओळख करून टदली व िासतंी बेडकेर ने
आभार प्रदशान केले.



The weekly meeting of Rotary Club of Pune Metro held on 24th Sept’20 
dealt with a very important topic: NEP – 2020 ( National Education 
Policy ) : Opportunities and Challenges. 
This was a long awaited change that was a need of the hour. We 
metropolitans were fortunate enough to have eminent personalities –
Dr. Varsha Shirgaonkar & Mrs. Jaya Panwalkar who explained the 
intention in planning and introducing this policy right from preschools 
to higher education. They explained the advantages and importance of 
executing the changes put forth by NEP – 2020.
I and many other educators are happy to welcome this change that can 
bring complete reformation in the system for the betterment of the 
coming generations. I myself feel the need of such modifications 
because we observe that today’s students are still learning the syllabus 
that existed during their grandparents’ era. The knowledge that they 
achieve after graduation doesn’t meet the requirement of the 
industries.
It took 34 years to bring out this change in our country and streamline  

educational system to one that is more relevant in today’s changing 
times. The NEP – 2020 is meant to give a new vision and comprehensive 
framework for both: school and higher education across the country. It 
will bring out a complete redesigning in the curricular structure of 
formal education, putting forth some major initiatives like introduction 
of vocational courses, doing away with board exams and MPhil 
program, absorbing arts and science, technical and teachers education. 
It also puts forth the proposal to make mother tongue, the medium of 
instruction till class 5 and changes in the assessment pattern. It will 
open doors to international universities to establish in India.
With an eye on the future, NEP – 2020 hopes to bring about lot of 
positive changes focusing on more practical, conceptual and 
experimental learning. The introduction of this policy is applauded as it 
will rearrange the curricular and pedagogical structure of education.
It’s been long since education is changing us; it’s time we change the 
education…….!!!!!!!

Weekly meeting – 24th Sept’ 2020

RC Pune Metro

by Ann. Arusha Majali.
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Article-2 ‘Highlights of Dr. Anand Nadkarni’s talk on addiction prevention and de-addiction’

Rotary International District 3131 - Club No. 31769

Intoxicants like tobacco, alcohol, cannabis etc have existed in nature, and 
have been used in many societies since ancient times. But the social and 
religious norms ensured that use did not become abuse. 
Even in tribal societies, there is alcohol but no alcoholics.
However, current statistics are alarming, e.g. one million 
deaths in India every year due to tobacco related 
diseases. Growth of addiction is a relatively modern 
phenomenon. It is aided by incomplete adaptation of 
western culture by acceptance of ‘Individualism’
while ignoring its other norms of their lifestyle. Globalization and spread of
social media have resulted in easy availability of large variety of addictive 
substances. Growth of tourism also aids such availability. 

Young generation looking for adventure, experimentation or under peer 
pressure is more susceptible to falling into the trap of substance 
dependence and addiction. Individuals who use their analytical capacity are 
able to escape right in the initial stages. Later, it tends to affect people in 
their most productive years of life. Although tendency for addiction has 
some genetic causes, it is not hereditary. Parents, friends and societal 
behaviour, role models like athletes, other achievers and movie 
personalities have great impact on young minds during impressionable age. 
Guidance to children should begin at an early age to minimize possibility of 

addiction in later years.

De-addiction cannot be achieved by moralistic or judgmental approach; it 
requires empathy for which the older generation should align with the 
younger generation. Various possible treatments like physical, psychiatric 
and psychological are more effective when the addicted person gets 
motivated to quit the habit. 

Dr. Nadkarni also gave valuable tips on how to recognize if a child is getting 
addicted, how to open a dialogue and how to provide treatment if need 
arises. He also pointed out that acceptance or rejection by the society of 
any addictive substance is a major factor for spread or control.

Speaking of the current Covid19 pandemic, Dr. Nadkarni expressed the 
apprehension that shrinking of economy will create an epidemic of 
depression and alcoholism. In his opinion, now every general medical 
practitioner should be trained to handle such disorders as the existing 
numbers of psychiatrists and counselors will be overwhelmed by the load.

He emphasized the need for empathy with firmness in treating addiction 
and quoted ‘There is no hopeless case of addiction’. He recommended that 
Educational Institutions, NGOs like Rotary and the society at large should 
come together for a concerted approach to the problem.
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- by Rtn. Dileep Paranjpye


